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paper was preparing in New York in honour of Commendatore
Marconi and Mr. Godfrey Isaacs, younger brother of Sir Rufus
and recently appointed managing director of Marconi's Wireless
Telegraph Company, Ltd., who were due to arrive there that
night.

I reported the request to my father, who was preoccupied with
the coal strike, then at its height, and not best pleased at being
bothered. He told me to inquire who else was being approached,
and I ascertained that Earl Grey, Lord Avebury, and the Hon.
Harry Lawson, at that time Conservative Member of Parliament
for Mile End and afterward the second Lord Burnham, had
already agreed to send messages for the occasion.

Thereupon, while the Press representative held the line, we
hastily concocted what we considered an adequate message for an
occasion of no particular public importance :

Please congratulate Marconi and my brother on the successful
development of a marvellous enterprise. I wish them all success in
New York, and hope by the time they come back the coal strike will
be finished.

This innocuous, if inartistic, text was duly transmitted to the
waiting correspondent and the matter closed.

It may seem a trivial incident to record, but we had good
reason not to forget it. For that unimportant message was to be
scrutinized, probed and analysed by a Select Committee of the
House of Commons, to have the most distorted and sinister
construction put upon it, and to be used as the basis of many
weary pages of cross-examination and many fiery columns of
invective.

For the next eighteen months the word "Marconi" was to
ring in our ears, dominate our thoughts, obsess our dreams, and
confront our eyes in every paper and on every placard, till we
were all near to breaking point.

Nor was it only our private happiness that was to be shattered.
Other ministers besides the Attorney-General were to be savagely
-assailed and the Government itself put in peril of defeat.

At that time the development of wireless telegraphy was in
its comparative infancy. Commendatore Marconi had already
proved the value and efficacy of the invention, and an English
company, the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company, Limited,
had been in existence for several years. But from the commercial
point of view the undertaking had met with little success and by
the end of 1908 was scarcely in affluent circumstances. Commen-
datore Marconi had hitherto himself been the managing director,